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HE LIKED IT 


Prison Department 
Makes Installation 
Of Two-way Radios 


Raleigh—Fifteen two-way short 
wave radios, of the standard type 
already used by the State Highway 
Patrol, have been purchased by the 
North Carolina Prison Department 
and are being installed in auto- 
mobiles operated by fugitive and 
transfer officers and the ten divi- 
sion prison supervisors, State 
Penal Director Clyde O. Robinson 
has announced. 

Installation of the new radios, 
which cost $466.00 each, began on 
September 8, when the first set was 
installed in the car assigned to 
Fugitive Officer Oscar Adkins. All 
of the new radios operate on the 
same frequency as the State High- 
way Patrol radio station, which 
will make it possible for prison 
officials to communicate freely with 
the Patrol when the two agencies 
are working together to capture 
escaped prisoners. 

Operators of the radio-equiped 

(Continued on page four) 


Along with 
throughout the State, 
Cherry attended one of the many 
barbecues given by highway per- 
sonnel during the past few weeks. 


highway employes 
Governor 


The State’s Chief Executive is 
shown here as he filled his plate at 
the Camp Polk dinner on August 
27. (Photo by W. K. Mingis.) 


N.C. Accident Cost Exceeds Highway Cost, 
Burch Tells Engineers Society At Asheville 


Asheville — Speaking before the 
members of the North Carolina 
Society of Engineers at their meet- 
ing here on September 5, Statistics 
and Planning Engineer James S. 
Burch of the State Highway and 
Public Works Commission asserted 
that traffic accidents annually cost 
North Carolinians more money than 
the total amount they are spending 
on roads. 

“While some improvement has 
been noted within the past few 
years,” Burch stated, “our people 
still pay more for their accidents 
than for their highways. Motor 
vehicle insurance rates have risen, 
ne pointed out, but declared that 
there have been no increases in 
motor vehicle taxation or in the 
gasoline tax for the past ten years. 


Part of the slaughter on the 
State’s highways can be eliminated, 
Burch said, “through the applica- 
tion of traffic engineering and the 
modernization of the State highway 
system.” This alone will not elimate 
the accident hazard, he warned, 
but added that, “through parallel 
safety efforts along the lines of 

(Continued on page two) 
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PRICE TRENDS 
AND SUPPLY 


BY R. G. KING 
Purchasing Department 


The dollar value placed on busi- 
ness activity continues to show a 
strong boom. Trade is on the up- 
grade after a mild dip. There is no 
sign of a downturn in any of these 
trends. 


Prices continue on a strong up- 
trend. Wholesale prices rose 2.3 
points to. reach 147.5 per cent of 
the 1926 base in the second quarter 
of 1947. They are just short of 
double the 1940 level. Retail prices 
hit 177.7 per cent of the 1935-39 
average and cost of living reached 
156.4 per cent of that average. 


Meat will be more plentiful in 
the months just ahead. High corn 
prices will encourage farmers to 
market more livestock. Beef, in 
particular, will be in bigger supply. 
People already are eating beef in 
record amounts, at an annual rate 
of 69 pounds per person. This may 

(Continued on page four) 


Commission Approves Road Bids August 28; 
Accepts $11,000 Offer For Brunswick Land 


ie) 
Aerial Map Work 
Assured This Year 
By Federal Action 


Aerial conour mapping of select- 
ed areas of North Carolina, a pro- 
ject for which the members of the 
State Highway and Public Works 
Commission have allocated $50,000 
for the next biennium, will begin 
sometime this fall under the direc- 
tion of the U. S. Geological Survey, 
Highway Chairman A. H. Graham 
has announced. 

Originally proposed in a bill 
which was later killed by the 1947 
General Assembly, the aerial map- 
ping project was to have been spon- 
sored by both the Highway Commis- 
sion and the Department of Con- 
servation and Development, Gra- 
ham said. When legislative action 
prevented establishment of such a 
joint project, the Highway Com- 
mission acted alone, and on June 
26 the members voted to set aside 


the money for the mapping. Exe- 


cution of the project will be in the 
hands of the U. S. Geological Sur- 
vey, which will match the $50,000 
set aside by the Highway Commis- 
sion with an equal amount of Fed- 
eral funds. 

Because of delays in securing 
legal and budgetary approval of 
the expenditure of the mapping 
funds, Chairman Graham had ear- 
lier stated that a beginning on the 
project might not be possible this 
fall, but communication with of- 
ficails of the Geological Survey re- 
sulted in inclusion of the project on 
this year’s Federal program. 

Since the sum of $50,000, even 
when matched by the Federal Gov- 
ernment, will not be sufficient to 
cover the cost of mapping the en- 
tire State, only selected areas of 
especial importance in highway 
work will be mapped at first, Gra- 
ham said. With a view toward 
selecting the areas to be mapped 
this year, officials of the U. S. 
Geological Survey are expected to 
arrive in Raleigh in the near future 
for consultation with highway of- 
ficials here. 

When they are completed, the 
contour maps will be of invaluable 
assistance to personnel of the Loca- 
tion Department in selecting the 
most practical routes for new roads. 


Raleigh—Approval of bids total- 
ing $1,629,295.30 on 21 road pro- 
jects, acceptance of an offer of 
$11,000.00 for 170 acres of unused 
land in Brunswick County, and a 
discussion of prison administrative 
problems highlighted the regular 
meeting of the members of the 
State Highway and Public Works 
Commission on August 28. 

Noting that bids on the 21 road 
projects were unusually high, Chief 
Highway Engineer W. Vance Baise 
nevertheless recommended the a- 
ward of all the contracts to the low 
bidders, and received the approval 
of the Commission members for 
such action. 

Stating that the tract of land in 
Brunswick County had not been put 
into use by the Prison Department, 
as originally planned, Chairman 
A. H. Graham told the members of 
the Commission that the land had 
been advertised for sale, and that 
an offer of $11,000 had been re- 
ceived. Commission members voted 
unanimous approval for sale of the 
land. 

Citing the August prison record, 
which showed an increased number 
of escapes and recaptures, Graham 
told the Commission members that 
every effort was being made to hold 
escapes to a minimum and to pro- 
tect the public from escaped crimin- 
als by effecting recaptures as quick- 
ly as possible. Prison policy, he said, 
did not condone mistreatment of 
prisoners under any circumstances, 
regardless of the conditions of es- 
cape or recapture. 

Routine business transacted by 
the Commission included approval 
of an ordinance which would raise 
residential speed limits imposed by 
the Highway Commission to the 35- 
mile-per-hour minimum set by the 
1947 General Assembly and ap- 
proval of the addition of a county 
road from its junction with N. C. 
27 to N. C. 211 at Eagle Springs 
to the State road system as an ex- 
tenison of N. C. 705. 

Presenting his report on county 
roads, Chief Engineer W. Vance 
Baise stated that requests had been 
received to add 171.68 miles of 
roadway to the county system, and 
received Commission approval for 
the construction of 62.93 miles re- 
commended by him. The Commis- 
sion, minus Commissioners Ben 

(Continued on page four) 
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COSTS 

Comment by Statistics and 
Planning Engineer James S. 
Burch in a recent speech be- 
fore the North Carolina So- 
ciety of Engineers in Ashe- 
ville, to the effect that traffic 
accidents annually cost North 
Carolinians more than build- 
ing and maintaining their 
highways does, should be an 
eye-opener to many Tar Heel 
citizens. 

At a time when the State 
Highway and Public Works 
Commission is spending re- 
cord sums for road improve- 
ment and maintenance in 
every county of the State, the 
comment on the accident cost 
is even more pertinent. 

It is obvious, of course, that 
money spent for roads is spent 
voluntarily, and applied on 
definite projects to produce 
tangible results. The cost of 
traffic accidents is another 
matter, and involves much 
heartbreak and personal loss 
in addition to the financial loss 
sustained. 

In some degree, the expen- 
diture of road funds can aid 
in providing more safety but, 
in the final analysis, the exer- 
cise of all possible precautions 
by the motorist is the only 
effective way to cut the acci- 
dent toll. 

Recently, the State High- 
. way and Public Works Com- 
mission drew up a map which 
‘depicted fatal highway acci- 
dents for the past six months 
through the use of small balck 
dots. Those dots showed up all 


too plainly on the map of the 
State, indicating a problem 
which highway officials recog- 
nize, but about which they 
can do almost nothing without 
maximum public co-operation. 


Escapes In August 
Reach New Record 
For Current Year 


Raleigh—Spurred on by the-hot 
weather and ample opportunities 
to run from road gangs at work on 
the State’s highways, forty prison- 
ers in August escaped from the 
camps of the North Carolina pri- 
son system, State Penal Director 
Clyde O. Robinson has reported. 

One prisoner, James Ballard, a 
25-year-old Davidson County white 
man, was shot to death by two 
guards when he attempted to es- 
cape from a road gang working 
near Highlands in Macon County 
on August 11. No other prisoner 
was killed during the month, but 
escapes of a number of convicts 
were forestalled. 

Recaptures, to which prison of- 
fficials, members of the State High- 
way Patrol and local law-enforce- 
ment officers devoted much of their 
time, totaled 31 for the entire month 
of August—nine less than the total 
number of escapes. Prison officials 
point out that August usually 
brings an abnormally large number 
of escapes, in many years higher 
than the number inany other month, 
because of the fact that almost all 
of the prisoners are at work in 
large numbers on outdoor jobs 
where adequate guarding is more 
difficult than it is within the camps. 

Escape ratings for the month of 

Escape Rating 

Escape ratings for the month of 
August were: 

Three Stars 
(No Escapes) 

Central Prison and all others 
with the exception of the following: 
Two Stars 
(One Escape) 

Yancey 1014, Nash 403, Wilkes 
809, Hertford 110, Sampson 308, 
Watauga 808, Gates 108, Cary 
Prison Farm, N. C. Sanatorium, 
Irdell 906, Alleghany 801, Guilford 
506, Richmond 706, Chatham 601, 
Robeson 609, Stanly 708. 

One Star 
(Two Escapes) 

Forsyth 805, Durham 503, Frank- 
Orange 507, Randolph 608, Macon 
1009, Buncombe 1002, Warren 115. 

Non-Star 
(More Than Two Escapes) 
Davie 804. 


Homing pigeons have been known 
to carry messages over 800 miles. 


BUMPER CROP 
—= | 


CAREFUL DRIVERS, STAY ALERT/ 
KEEP CARELESS BIRDS FROM GETTING HURT! | 


WATIONAL SAFETY COUNCIL 
1 


Governor Addresses 
Employes At Annual 
Camp Polk Barbecue 


Raleigh — “More is now being 
done to improve North Carolina’s 
roads than ever before,’ Governor 
R. Gregg Cherry told employes and 
officials of the State Highway and 
Public Works Commission essembl- 
ed August 27 at the annual Camp 
Polk barbecue sponsored by per- 
sonnel of the equipment repot. 

“IT am hoping that 1948 will be 
a new high mark in road building 
in North Carolina,” the Governor 
declared, lauding highway employes 
for work already accomplished, and 
now being done, in 1947. 

The speechmaking, which was 
brief and informal, came at the 
end of a barbecue dinner, prepared 
under the direction of Cary Prison 
Farm Superintendent Macon Har- 
rison, and served under the direc- 
tion of Equipment Engineer S. C. 
Austin, who also acted as master 
of ceremonies. 

Ann annual affair, the barbecue 
was attended by approximately 300 
persons, including Chairman A. H. 
Graham, Commissioners John G. 
Clark, J. A. Bridger, Henry W.-Jor- 
dan, and T. Max Watson, and most 
of the heads of highway depart- 
ments located in Raleigh. 

Speaking informally to assembled 
group following the dinner, Chair- 
man Graham had high praise for 
highway work done during recent 
months, but called on the entire 
organization to put forth even 
greater effort in the months to 
come. 


Old Maid: “Has the canary had 
its bath yet?” ‘ 

Servant: “Yes, ma’m. You can 
come in now.” 


‘| proached his. 


Today’s Chuckles 

Teacher: What binds us together, 
sustains us, shapes our ends, and 
makes us better than nature in- 


tended?” 
Betty: “Girdles.” 


* * % 


“You must avoid all forms of 
excitement.” “ul 

“But, Doctor, can’t I even look 
at them on the street?” 

* ae * 

The nudists were planning a 
masquerade and the ladies were 
worrying over what to wear. 

“Well,” said one, “with my vari- 
cose veins I think I'll go as a road 


map.” 
* * * 

Her lips quivered as they ap- 
His whole frame 
trembled as he looked into her eyes. 
Her chin vibrated and his body 
shuddered as he held her close to 
him. 

The moral of this: Never kiss a 
girl in a jeep with the engine run- 
ning. 


N.C. ACCIDENT 


(Continued from page one) 
education and enforcement we can, 
should, and must cut the slaughter 
materially.” 

Speaking on the subject, “Traffic 
Patterns And Phenomena,” the 
statistics engineer reminded his 
hearers that North Carolina now 
has approximately 820,000 motor 
vehicles as compared with the 130,- 
000 that were operating in 1920. 
From a rich man’s luxury the 
automobile has become a practical 
necessity in America today, he said, 
adding that statistical studies made 
by the North Carolina Highway 
Commission have shown that more 
than 80 per cent of all motor ve- 
hicle trips are made for non-plea- 
sure, or business, purposes. 

While the State Highway Com- 
mission has exercised every effort 
to provide the best system of roads 
possible, “upward of $200,000,000 
is needed to modernize the rural 
State highway system in North 
Carolina today,” Burch told the 
engineers attending the conference 
here. Conditions in many North 


. 


Carolina cities, he asserted, also 
require extensive improvement; . 


much of it in the face of high costs 
and physical obstacles which pre- 
vent widespread widening and re- 
design of streets. 

“The ultimate solutions,” he said 
in referring to highway problems, 
“are quite expensive and will re- 
quire many years.” “I think you 
will see,” he concluded, “that our 
Commission is following the engi- 
neering approach in this, as it is in 
all its other highway and transport 
activities.” 


i 
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HERE’S “THE BUGLE”--BEHIND THE SCENES 


In essence, this is to be “the story 
behind the story” about NORTH 
CAROLINA HIGHWAYS & PUB- 
LIC WORKS, known by that name 
by many highway employes throug- 
out the State and known in Raleigh 
more familiarly as “The Bugle.” 
It is just a little paper, as anyone 
can see, but each person who takes 
a hand in its publication is inter- 
ested in its success and hopes that 
it can fill a vital need in supplying 
information of interest to all the 
employes of the State Highway 
and Public Works Commission—an 
organization whose payroll includes 
more than 9,000 North Carolinians. 


In reality, NORTH CAROLINA 
HIGHWAYS & PUBLIC WORKS 
is the brain-child of Chairman 
A. H. Graham, who first throught 
that the Highway Commission 
should have such a house organ, 
and who authorized the publication 
of the first issue on December 14, 
1945. To date, the paper has had 
three editors—F. O. Carver, Jr., 

. L. Rankin, Jr., and the current 
editor. The writing end of the 
paper, almost of necessity, is a 
one-man show. 

Printing of the paper, as many 
persons probably do not know, is 
a function of the Central Prison 
Printshop, which is in charge of 
Superintendent Troy J. Dean. The 
“boys” at the printshop, all of 
whom learned the printer’s trade 
in the shop, take especial interest 
in putting out “The Bugle,” for it 
furnishes them with practical 


newspaper experience which other 
printshop work does not. All of the 
printshop workers expect event- 
ually to “graduate” to permanent 
printing jobs, and most of them 
expect to land a berth on a news- 
paper, as many other men before 
them have done. 

Roughly, “The Bugle” is pub- 
lished at two week intervals, but 
never more than twice a month, 
which means that the period be- 
tween issues of the paper will oc- 
casionally be extended to three 
weeks. By the time that one issue 
of the paper is off the press, the 
next issue is already in process of 
preparation. Most of the writing 
for the paper is done by its editor, 
but “The Bugle” does have one 
columnist—R. G. King of the Pur- 
chasing Department who writes 
“Price Trends And Supply,” the 
regular feature which has succeed- 
ed W. G. Reaves’ “Purchasing 
Problems” column. In addition to 
King, a number of division re- 
porters submit items to the “Divi- 
sion Roundup,” in which the names 
J. H. Councill and S. R. Livesay 
are often seen because their spe- 
cial interest in helping to keep the 
column going. 

Pictures which are published in 
the paper are the special responsi- 
bility of W. K. “Bill” Mingis, 
official photographer for the Pri- 
son Bureau of Identification. Pic- 
tures sent in from the various 
divisions, when suitable, are also 
published. The cartoons which are 
used are supplied through courtesy 


of the National Safety Council, and 


serve as a reminder of the High- 
way Commission Safety program, 
which is administered by Safety 
Director James P. Dodge. The re- 
ports of the safety director which 
usually occupy a prominent place 
in the publication are the means 
of keeping highway employes in- 
formed on safety conditions, how- 
ever. 


As for straight news matter, “The 
Bugle” concentrate on any and 
all information which affects high- 
way employes. Reports of each let- 
ting and each meeting of the High- 
way Commission occupy a _ pro- 
mint place in the paper. Accident 
reports furnished by Safety Direc- 
tor James P. Dodge are published 
at regular intervals, as are the re- 
ports of escapes and recaptures of 
prisoners which are issued by the 


| Prison Department. 


The scope of highway construc- 
tion, improvement and maintenance 
throughout North Carolina is so 
great that only a few selected 
phases can be covered in any one 
issue of NORTH CAROLINA 
HIGHWAYS & PUBLIC WORKS. 
An attempt is made by the editor 
to give fair treatment to all of the 
highway divisions, but information 
on projects and activities in the 
divisions farthest from Raleigh is 
the most difficult to secure. For that 
reason, the paper welcomes any 
contributions, written or photogra- 
phic, which are received from in- 
terested employes in any division. 

The actual porcess of printing 


“The Bugle,’ is very much like 
that employed in printing any 
other small paper. Two linotype 
operators, Wade Loftin and Archie 
Stephens, are employed in setting 
type. Preparation for one issue of 
the paper is no sooner over than 
work on the next issue begins. Type 
set for each successive issue of the 
paper is allowed to accumulate un- 
til the day when the paper is “made 
up,” with Erwin Sider doing the 
actual work and the editor looking 
over his shoulder to offer occasional 
directions on the layout. 


From the time the paper is made 
up until it finally comes off the 
press, several days elapse. “The 
Bugle” must compete for time with 
other State printing done by the 
Prison Printshop, and the publica- 
tion of a six page paper always re- 
quires extra time for inserting the 
center sheet. Finally, however, the 
presswork, which is done chiefly by 
Quintin Palmer, is over and the 
folding, which is done by Reid 
Coffey, Earl Pressley, Rex Swain 
and William Dunheen, is also over, 
and the paper is ready for delivery 
at the Highway Building. When it 
is delivered, by D. J. Hackendorn, 
addressing is begun immediately by 
Miss Christine Sherrod, secretary 
to the Department of Public Re- 
lations, and is completed in about 
three days. There are at present, 
approximately 6,700 names on 
“The Bugle” mailing list, and each 
of these persons receives his paper 
twice a month, ending the cycle 
from writer to printer to reader. 
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Low Bids On Road Projects Included In 
August 26 Letting Total $1,629,293.30 


Oo 


Raleigh—Totaling $1,629,295.30, 
twenty-two low bids on nine Federal 
-aid and 13 State Betterment high- 
way projects covering 70 miles in 
20 counties of the State on August 
26 were received by the State High- 
way and Public Works Commission 
at a letting which drew a total of 
122 bids from the 39 contractors 
present. 

Expressing satisfaction at the 
“very good competition among the 
bidders,” Highway Commission 
Chairman A. H. Graham comment- 
ed favorably upon the increased 
number of new bidders present at 
the letting. 

Projects in the letting, and low 
bidders, were: 

Federal-aid 

Perquimans — Grading and bituminous 
surface treatment of 2.77 miles from a 
point approximately six miles east of Cen- 
ter Hill to Woodland Avenue in Hertford, 
W. L. Cobb Construction Company, Decatur, 
Ga., $57,423.00. 

Pender—Structures for bridge on N.C. 53 
located at a point approximately four miles 
east of Burgaw and Jacksonville, V. P. 
Loftis Company, Charlotte, $73,279.00. 

Robeson—Grading and bituminous sur- 
face treatment and structures of 4.99 miles 
from South Carolina State Line to U.S. 
501 on N.C. 83, P & P Construction Com- 
pany, Concord, roadway, $81,840.10; Wilson 
Construction Company, Salisbury, struc- 
tures, $29,555.70. 

Guilford—Grading surface course and 
structures of 3.74 miles from a point in 
Greensboro 1,047 feet east of City Limits 
west along or near present Friendly Road, 
Thompson-Arthur Construction Company, 
Greensboro, roadway, $114,671.05; Claude 
C. Wheeler Inc., Oxford, structures, $22,- 
300.00. 

Catawba—Grading and structures of 0.72 
miles on U.S. 70 and U.S. 64 from a point 
approximately 1,600 feet west of City 
Limits of Conover, Harry H. Stewart, 
Charlotte, $162,714.15. 

Catawba—Grading of 3.57 miles from a 
point on U.S. 321 in Newton north to U.S. 
70 at a point one mile southwest of Con- 
over, Jenkinns Brother Construction Com- 
pany, Raleigh, $103,188.10. 

Forsyth—Grading and structures of 3.73 
miles on U.S. 421 and U.S. 158 from a 
point in Winston-Salem to intersection with 
present. U.S. 421, Nello L. Teer Company, 
Durham, $99,847.00, roadway; Wilson Con- 
struction Company, Salisbury, $209,148.40, 
structures. 


Burke—Grading and bituminous surface 
treatment of 5.16 miles from a point on 
U.S. 70 approximately one mile east of 
Connelly Springs northeast to south end of 
bridge over Catawba River near Rodhiss, 
Suber and Company, Whitmire, S. C., $71,- 
886.60. 

Cleveland—Grading, bituminous surface 
treatment and structures of 5.61 miles from 
Rutherford County Line east to N.C. 150 
at a point approximately 5.3 miles south 
of Boiling Springs, Dickerson, Inc., Monroe, 
$84,622.50. 


State Betterment 

Bladen-Columbus—Grading and structures 
on 4.14 miles of County Road beginning 
0.5 miles south of Bladenboro and running 
south to intersection with U.S. 701, W. L. 
Cobb Construction Company, $85,863.90. 

Union—3.35 miles of resurfacing on 
streets in the City of Monroe, Dickerson, 


Incorporated, $35,020.80. 

Anson — 1.8 miles of resurfacing on) 
streets in the City of Wadesboro, Blythe 
Brothers, Charlotte, $11,810.50. 

Chatham — Structures for bridge over 
Gulf Creek on County Road between Brick- 
haven and Corinth, Roy M. Homewood, 
Chapel Hill, $12,448.00. 

Robeson—Structure for Lumber River 
Bridge and Overflow Bridge approximately 
two miles east of Maxton on County Road 
between Maxton and Red Springs, Wilson 
Construction Company, $29,539.05. 

Mecklenburg — Bituminous surfacing of 
2.8 miles from Charlotte south on U.S. 21 
and from Catawba River toward Charlotte 
on U. S. 29 and 74, Blythe Brothers, $15,- 
681.50. 

Anson—7.0 miles of bituminous surface 
treatment on White’s Store Road from 
Project 7-100 to White’s Store, P & P 
Construction Co., $43,406.00. 

Meckleburg—Bituminous surface treat- 
ment of 11.85 miles on five sections of 
County Road in vicinity of Charlotte, 
P & P Construction Company, $118,713.60. 

Burke — Bituminous surface treatment 
and structures of 0.930 miles on N.C. 114 
beginning at intersection of U.S. 70 and 
N.C. 114 and running in a northerly direc- 
tion alonng existing N.C. 114 to a point 
in Drexel, Dickerson, Incorporated, $43,- 
829.00. 

Polk—Grading and structures of 0.587 
miles on County Road beginning at Junc- 
tion at 108 in Columbus and running 
southwest across County, E. H. Hines Con- 
struction Company, Greenwood, S. C., $38,- 
067.90. 

Swain-Cherokee-Macon-Jackson Bit 
uminous surfacinng of 7.93 miles of road- 
way in vicinity of Bryson City, Andrews, 
Franklinn and Sylva, Asheville Paving 
Company, Asheville, $61,832.00. 

Robeson—Structures for two bridges over 
Ashpole Swamp between Fairmont and 
South Carolina State Line, Wilson Con- 
struction Co., $20,737.45. 

Buncombe—County road approaches to 
U.S. 70 between Swannanoa and Black 
Mountain, Asheville Paving Company, $1,- 
875.00. 


PRISON DEPARTMENT 


(Continued from page one) 
automobiles, Robinson said, will be 
given a special short traininng 
course by radio personnel of the 
State Highway Patrol, will take 
a test approved by the Federal 
Communications Commission, and 
upon passing it satisfactorily, will 
be issued third class operators’ 
licenses. 

Present plans call for installa- 
tion of only 15 of the radios, which 
are known as Link-type mobile 
units, but prison officials ingicated| 
that more of the units may be pur- 
chased and put into use at a later 
date by the Prison Department. 


COMMISSION 


(Continued from page one) 
Douglas, T. Max Watson and John 
Goode, who were not present at 
the meeting, voted to set the ten- 
tative date of the next letting for 
September 30 and the next Commis- 


sion meeting for October 2. | 
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BROKEN AGAIN 


Raleigh—Another all-time traf- 
fic volume record, set in July, 
went crashing last month when 
August brought to the North 
Carolina the heaviest traffic ever 
borne by the State’s highway 
system, according to Statistics 
and Planning Engineer James S. 
Burch. 

On an average day in August 
this year, 58,858 vehicles passed 
the 20 electric-eye traffic counters 
distributed throughout the State, 
showing a three per cent increase 
in traffic volume overethe July 
figure, and a five per cent increase 
over the August, 1946 record. 
Traffic volume now, Burch point- 
ed out, is almost exactly double 
that of August, 1944, when gaso- 
line and tires were rationed. 

September’s traffic volume will 
be lower, Burch predicted, adding 
that the all-time record is not 
likely to be broken again before 
next summer. 


PRICE TRENDS 


(Continued from page one) 


go up some. But, with more cattle 
marketed this year, the supply will 
go down sharply in the spring. 

The outlook for fertilizer is not 
much different from that of the 
past year. It is estimated there will 
be a five to 10 percent increase in 
nitrogen, eight to 10 percent in- 
crease in phosphate, and two to 
four percent increase in potash 
supplies-an overall increase of 
seven to 10 percent. 

The cement situation has been 
critical for the past several weeks 
and from all indications it will 
probably be thirty to sixty days 
before shipments begin to move on 
a normal schedule. The decline in 
shipments and production is at- 
tributed to recent mill strikes in 
the Atlantic Coast States and also 
the shortage of railroad cars. 

Automobile and truck storage 
batteries are still hard to get in 
quantities. Prices seem to have 
leveled off. Lately we have taken 
bids on our requirements for one 
year. Most of the bidders were un- 
willing to make commitments as to 
their ability to supply our entire 
requirements due to shortages of 
some items required in manufactur- 
ing. Prices were generally in line 
with those prevailing during the 
war and which of course are con- 
siderably higher than pre war. 

Premanent type anti-freeze is 
still hard to get, due to very limited 
supply. There has been no increase 
in price but bidders do no promise 
any definite delivery date or quan- 
tity. 

Crude rubber is abut the only 


Safety Council Meet 
Held On August 28th @ 


Raleigh—Discussion of new safe- 
ty measures, the operation of the 
new Highway Safety Act, and a 
review of accidents for the past 
seven months featured the meeting 
of the Highway Commission Safety 
Council here on August 28. 

Present at the meeting, which 
was held in the office of Assistant 
State Highway Enginneer L. W. 
Paynne, were Maintenance Engi- 
neer B. W. Davis, Bridge Main- 
tennance Engineer C. B. Taylor, 
Equipment Engineer S. C. Austin, 
Traffic Engineer R. A. Burch, 
First Division Engineer T. J. Mc- 
Kim, Second Division Engineer 
W. N. Spruill, Fifth Division En- 
gineer T. A. Burton, Seventh Divi- 
sion Engineer L. B. Peck, J. H. 
Councill and Safety Director James 
P. Dodge. 

Memebrs of the safety council, 
after discussing the possibility of 
installing governors on highway 
vehicles, agreed that such a policy 
should be applied locally, with max- 
imum speeds of vehicles to be 
specified by division Engineers. 


major exception in this picture of 
rising costs. The cost of rubber to 
the manufacturer, now that this 
country is getting natural rubber 
in quantity again, is 30 per cent 
below wartime costs. But, increased 
labor and cost of other raw mate- 
rials, eat up much of this saving. 

Evidently the recently increases 
in the price of fuel oil throughout 
the country are due to extremely 
heavy demand from many sources 
for petroleum products in general, 
says Appalachion Coals, Inc., in a 
recent bulletin. 

Consumption of all petroleum 
products in the first quarter of this 
year was the highest in history ex- 
ceeding by 300,000 barrels a day 
the highest war-time peck. Export 
demand for petroleum products is 
as is the demand for coal from the 
same directions. 

The tight supply of fuel oil for 
next winter was recently predicated 
by G. D. Donald, Manager of the 
New Jersey Sales Division of the 
Standard Oil Company of New sor aD 
sey. He characterized the heavy 
fuel oil supply picture for the next 
two or three years as critical, stat- 
ing that there will be no more 
residual oil available than in 1946. 
In fact, he said supplies will decline 
over the next couple of years. 


Traffic Cop: What’s your name? 
Truck Driver: It’s on the side of 
me truck. se 
Traffic Cop: It’s obliterated. 
Truck Driver: Yer a liar, it’s 
O’Brien. ' 
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